Recreation Nova Scotia

Resolution

Moved By: Laura Spicer-Croft

Seconded By: John MacLean

Whereas: 

1. The National Lifeguard Service standard (“NLS”) was introduced to the Canadian public by the Lifesaving Society in 1964 in response to a need identified by employers for a single lifeguard certification for those charged with the responsibility of supervising pools and waterfronts.

2. The NLS Advisory Committee was integral to creating the NLS. Members of this committee included the Canadian Parks and Recreation Association, the YM-YWCA, Canadian Armed Forces, Royal Canadian Mounted Police and the Canadian Red Cross Society. 

3. The Lifesaving Society administers the NLS program across Canada. 

4. There has been a recent proliferation of lifeguard certification programs across North America by both private and not-for-profit organizations.

5. NLS is the only widely accepted industry standard for lifeguards across Canada, as well as being the only Canadian lifeguard standard recognized by the International Lifesaving Federation.

6. NLS must be protected to ensure that a consistent standard of teaching and evaluation is met.

7. A single lifeguard training standard also provides clarity for recreation professionals, the public, and governments.

Be It Resolved that:

1. The Members of the Society at the annual general meeting assembled here recognize a single standard for lifeguards across Canada.

2. The Members of the Society support the National Lifeguard Standard as the lifeguard standard in Canada.
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