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1.
Assemble your play

champions  

3.
Define your play
vision 

5.
Fund the fun

6.
Create an all abilities
play experience

8.
Gather play
essentials 

10.
Celebrate and reflect
for next year 

4.
Pick the perfect
play place

7.
Empower your play
leaders

9.
Spread the word 

2.
Access the play
resources & network  

Planning your local play event

STEPS TO SUCCESS

Use SMART goals (specific,
measurable, achievable, relevant
and time-bound) for planning
Engage local businesses and
community leaders for additional
support 

Gather your team
Invite children/youth to be part of
planning
Involve local businesses and
community leaders 

Include accessibility considerations 
Provide a weather contingency plan
for outdoor events
Develop a checklist for venue
selection & research event
permissions

Develop a budget 
Develop a sponsorship package for
local businesses
Identify cost-saving measures 

Ensure the space and activities are
accessible 
Encourage multicultural
participation and programming
Explore the use of sensory-friendly
and adaptive play elements

Estimate numbers needed and
recruit volunteers
Organize volunteer training and
define clear roles
Create a skills inventory that
includes volunteers and event
organizers

Promote event via community
bulletin boards and newsletters,
social media, public service
announcements, library 
Contact local radio, newspapers
and bloggers focusing on family
and childhood 

Develop a checklist of play activities
and materials
Consult the IDoP section of
Recreation Nova Scotia’s website for
additional ideas, inspiration and
information 

Visit the IDoP section of Recreation Nova
Scotia’s website for ideas, inspiration and
information on play
Following your event, please share your
stories and photos with IDoP to update
the website 

Ask participants to complete a brief
feedback survey 
Recognize and celebrate volunteers
Schedule an evaluation meeting
Share event highlights with supporters
Start planning for next year

an adaptation By the IDoP Halifax Ad Hoc Team 

Recreation Nova Scotia, International Day of Play 

For more information 

Adapted from PlayDays Event Hosting Guide: An Initiative of the International Play Association (Canada).
https://www.ipacanada.org/docs/PlayDays.pdf

https://www.recreationns.ns.ca/international-day-of-play.html
https://www.recreationns.ns.ca/international-day-of-play.html
https://www.ipacanada.org/docs/PlayDays.pdf
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