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Dear Editor

On June 13 Nova Scotians will elect a new provincial government.  With over 253,000 volunteers in Nova Scotia, the volunteer community represents a huge percentage of the provincial electorate.  It’s important that we know how each of the Provincial Parties will support the volunteers who deliver health services, recreational activities, economic development and community leadership in our communities.

The Nova Scotia Canada Volunteerism Initiative (CVI) Network represents volunteers all over Nova Scotia and works to encourage volunteerism as well as ensure the volunteer experience is a rewarding one.  On behalf of Nova Scotia’s volunteer sector we ask each of the provincial parties to help us build and sustain stronger, healthier and safer communities by endorsing and implementing the recommendations included in the report entitled “Talking with Volunteers…. Recommendations for Government Action” including:

1. Implementing a financial support strategy to addresses tax credits and minimize the costs of volunteering;

2. Adopt a Code of Good Practice on Funding; 

3. Take a leadership role in the insurance crisis by implementing the recommendations included in the Atlantic Task Force on Insurance Availability and Affordability December 2005)

It’s time our politicians show real support for Nova Scotia’s greatest natural resource – volunteers.

