THE 2006 PROVINCIAL ELECTION AND VOLUNTEERISM

On Tuesday, June 13 Nova Scotians will elect a new Provincial Government.  With over 253,000 Nova Scotians actively involved in volunteer activities it is important that we know how the respective Parties, and the local candidates support volunteerism.  Over the past 3 years the CVI Network, co hosted by Recreation Nova Scotia and Community Links, has been talking to volunteers throughout the Province and the general perception is that government undervalues the work of volunteers.   We have heard some very consistent stories and strong messages that volunteers would like to pass along to government and elected officials.  These messages are detailed in a report entitled “Talking with Volunteers…. Recommendations for Government Action”.  

When deciding who will get your support in the upcoming election you may want to ask your candidates some of the following questions:

Key Message: Volunteers are a valuable resource to government.  Appropriate investment must be made to protect and support volunteer resources and to ensure financial resources are available to deliver  the services and programs upon which our communities and neighbors depend.

Questions:

How will your Party improve the balance between time spent finding/administering financial resources and time spent delivering programs and services.

How will your Party ensure that the ‘cost of volunteering’ is minimized?

Key Message:  Nova Scotians are the most caring and giving of Canadians; however, societal demands and frustrations associated with volunteer activities are resulting in fewer people volunteering. 

Question:

What will your party do to increase coordination and collaboration so we may better capitalize on the resources available to volunteers and volunteer organizations?

How will you and your party ensure government policy and processes are not counter productive to the successful delivery of volunteer services and programs?

Key Message: Excessive volunteer and financial resources are depleted on finding and covering the costs of insurance.  Insurance concerns, both real and perceived, are the most significant challenge now facing volunteers and volunteer organizations in Nova Scotia.

Question:

Will your government commit to implementing the recommendations outlined in the Atlantic Task Force on Insurance Availability and Affordability Report.
Will your government take action that results in the reduction of  both premium expenses and the unnecessary naming of  volunteers and volunteer organizations in litigation ?

Prepared by the Nova Scotia CVI Network

Co hosted by Recreation Nova Scotia and Community Links

For more information please contact:

Becky Mason, CVI Coordinator

888-777-1255
Nscvi@chebucto.ns.ca
www.novascotianetwork.org
